Fight poverty, not people

The Public Social Welfare Centre, or more broadly the Social House,
has a mission to ensure a dignified life for all residents.

Between June 2024 and May of this
year, no fewer than 387 residents of
Grimbergen received an integration in-
come

Assistance for
those in need

Over the next two years, 314 jobseek-
ers in Grimbergen will lose their ben-
efits.The challenges are considerable.
For us, it is essential to support people

facing financial hardship. It doesn't mat-
ter whether someone is “responsible” for
their situation — what matters is their
willingness to take steps to improve it.
We help residents not just to survive,
but to fully participate in community life.
Making membership in a football club or
the music academy affordable is not a
luxury —it's a necessity. The municipality
must support young people in obtaining
a diploma and ensure that school-related
costs remain accessible.

Our 9 representatives

Social Services Board (BCSD).

e Joris Robberechts
* Rudy Romeyns

Our 7 Municipal Councillors and Their Areas of Expertise

» Katrien Le Roy - Environment, Mobility, Education

 Soufian Farouk - Social cohesion and integration, Social affairs, Sport
» Gerlant van Berlaer - Mobility, Citizen Participation, Environment

* Britt John - Youth, Social Affairs, Culture

* Luca Maton - Climate, Youth, Housing

 Isabel Gaisbauer - Social Affairs, Housing, Local Economy

» Eddie Boelens - Urban Planning, Finance, International Solidarity

We have two representatives serving on the Special Committee and the

The Public Social Welfare Centre ur-
gently needs qualified social workers to
guide those facing multiple challenges
towards employment or meaningful ac-

Joris Robberechts, BCSD
Rudy Romeyns, BCSD

17 01 2026

New Years reception
Groen+Vooruit
Sat. 17 Jan 2026 - 19h

Charleroyhoeve

2203 2026

Brunch
Groen+Vooruit

Sun. 22 March 2026
- 10h Den Douwe

Become a member — to take part or just observe?

www.groenplusvooruit.be - Follow us on facebook
Contact us: groenplusvooruit@gmail.com
Keep informed? Subscribe to our newsletter

VU: Dirk Bauweleers, Koningslosesteenweg 70, 1851 Strombeek-Bever

GROEN

VOORUIT

Durable, divers, social

Groen-+Vooruit Grimbergen: a
durable marriage

What began as a one-off project for the elections has, one year later,
grown into a genuine movement with its own structures.

Our group on the municipal council

The new direction is a blend of young
talent, seasoned red and green veter-
ans, and progressive independents.

Our monthly meetings are always pleas-
ant and constructive. The youth remind
us that the future is shared, left-wing
and progressive.

From the opposition benches, our out-
spoken councillors spark lively debates
in the municipal council.

They've made it clear to the majority
that there's no reason whatsoever to
bow to Trump’s will.

But of course, Grimbergen's future is
being shaped locally. We're deeply con-
cerned about the dramatic rise in munic-
ipal debt. Yet we continue to fight — for
clean asphalt production near Borgt, for
the preservation of the Kerselaer in Bei-
gem, and for quality of life in Humbeek.
And we're not giving up on Strombeek,
our largest, youngest, and most diverse
district! Finally, hats off to our represen-
tatives on the BCSD! Because approving
arequest for support from the Public So-
cial Welfare Centre truly changes a life.

Stef Grosjean, Dirk Bauweleers
Co-presidents

Big talk, small results — empty pockets

After years of debt reduction up to
2019, the municipal administration
has been piling on debt in recent years.
In 2024, our debt rose again — from
€45 million to €57 million. And in 2025,
even more loans were taken out. An un-
tenable situation! Some of the causes
are external — such as high inflation
— which means that staff costs now
account for more than half of all expen-
diture. But our precarious financial sit-
uation is above all the result of several
poor political decisions made by the
municipal administration over the past
Ssix years.

Much of our available resources have
evaporated withoutany tangible results.
Who still remembers the Jumbo? Or the
botched outsourcing of the Pierebad?
Projects are constantly changing or sim-
ply abandoned. The new town hall will
cost significantly more — not to men-
tion the new library.

The debts have
Increased

dramatically.

The new square in Strombeek is not
currently on the agenda. The future of
Ter Biest remains uncertain. We still
have to wait for the presentation of the
multi-annual budget. And we fear the
decisions that will be made.

Isabel Gaisbauer, council member
Ramon Linscheer, member

Isabel

. Ramon



Sorry, Mr Trump: here, we ap-
ply our own diversity policy.

Young councillors defend democracy with passion and conviction.

Our young municipal councillors have
made a strong entrance into the council.
When the municipality accepted a
questionable Diversity, Equity and In-
clusion (DEI) regulation imposed by the
American embassy, they rightly flagged
and challenged it. In Belgium and across
Europe, DEI stands for social justice and
equal opportunities. Yet the American
regulation came with a warning against
overly progressive policies — an entire-
ly inappropriate interference in local
governance. Thanks to Groen+Vooruit,
the Municipal College annulled the
agreement.

Had it not, we would have filed a com-
plaint with the province. For us, diversi-
ty remains a cornerstone of democracy.

Luca Maton, council member
Britt John, council member

Luca

Groen-+Vooruit
steps in to fix the
municipal blunder

(Young. green
and social:
your voice

matters. :

At Groen+Vooruit, young people in
Grimbergen have a voice.

In the face of the climate crisis, the
housing market, and growing po-
larisation, we're creating a welcom-
ing space to freely exchange ideas
about what matters to you.

Join us @

groenplusvooruit_grimbergen
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No expansion of

>\ \oodoo Village into

Bringing youth together through sport

Our municipality is brimming with
young talent and it shows in their pas-
sion for sport. Sport is an ideal way to
engage young people physically, men-
tally, and socially, it truly comes alive
among them. We're thinking of organ-
ising futsal, basketball, or even e-sports
tournaments, open to all. Such initia-
tives bring people together, foster social
connections, and strengthen ties within
the neighbourhood. This not only builds
a stronger sense of community, but also
enhances safety and cohesion. It's how
we actively involve young people in
neighbourhood initiatives and the im-
provement of their living environment.

They feel valued and connected — a vi-
tal step towards a vibrant, united com-
munity where their commitment is rec-
ognised.

Soufian Farouk, council member

-3 a protected natural

dred

In recent years, Voodoo Village
has grown into a major festival,
attracting tens of thousands of
visitors. But the ‘s Gravenbos in
Humbeek is a unique natural area,
recognised and protected at the
European level. While the festival
is appreciated, it puts pressure on
the village and causes damage to
the forest. We want to return to a
warm, human-scale event — limit-
ed in visitor numbers, spread over
two days, and without camping. If
the organisers still aim for 60,000
festival-goers, it will have to take
place elsewhere.

MichelVanderwallen

Erik Geeraerts

SaVE the Open SpaCE' Beigem — De Kerselaar

The municipal council approved the Beigem Spatial Develop-

ment Plan (RUP) in September 2024.

More than a third of the Kerselaar site
can now be built on. Groen+Vooruit vot-
ed against this development plan. We
want the Kerselaar to remain open and
green. This is entirely possible, as the
municipality owns the land and can de-
cide how it is used. Along the Beigem-
sesteenweg, this meadow is the last
open space between Grimbergen and
rural Beigem. It is therefore essential for
the quality of life of Beigem's residents.
The municipal executive talks a lot
about depaving and creating space for
water — yet acts incoherently and miss-
es a crucial opportunity here.

Eddie Boelens, council member

Groen+Vooruit draws the red line on Gaza

Wij trekken de

RODE LIJN

For months, we have witnessed unbear-
able images from Gaza: a displaced,
starving population exposed daily to
human rights violations and war crimes.
This is no longer a mere conflict — it is
collective punishment, a genocide un-
folding before our eyes. While the world
watches in outrage, effective political ac-
tion is sorely lacking.

We too must ask ourselves: how can we Katrien Le Roy, council member

contribute to peace and justice?

Flemish municipalities can play a role
— indirect but symbolic — by taking a
moral stand and expressing solidarity.
Our group called on the municipal
council to support the Red Line for Gaza
initiative, launched by the Grimbergen
Council for International Cooperation
(GRIS).

We are pleased that the council unan-
imously adopted a motion urging the
federal and Flemish authorities to take a
clear position and commit to a two-state
solution and lasting peace.

environmental permit

In Borgt, after ten years of action, the asphalt plant has installed an acti-
vated carbon filter and now monitors its emissions continuously.

No further nuisance has been reported. This marks a first in Flanders —
made possible through close collaboration between the administration,

Jan De Leeuw, member

the company, local authorities, and the Flemish Environment Cabinet.
Clean and controlled production is now guaranteed.

Health and quality of life have finally been prioritised. The action com-
mittee can be proud. But caution: the canal zone remains a challenge.

To be continued.

Johan Declerck, member | Gerlant van Berlaer, council member




